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كتاب الطهارة
Ṭahārah – PurIfIcatIon

قال الله تعالى :

وُجُوهَكُمْ   فاغْسِلُواْ  لاةِ   الصَّ إلَِى  قُمْتُمْ   إذَِا  آمَنُواْ   الَّذِينَ   ا  َ أَيُّه �يَآ 

إلَِى  وَأَرْجُلَكُمْ   برُِؤُوسِكُمْ  وَامْسَحُواْ   الَْرَافِقِ   إلَِى  وَأَيْدِيَكُمْ  

� الْكَعْبَينِ 

Allah, exalted is He, said:

“you who have īmān! when you get up to do ṣalāh, wash your faces 
and your hands [and your arms] to the elbows, and wipe over your 
heads, and [wash] your feet to the ankles.”

(al-Mā’idah	5:6)

Wuḍū’ – MInor rItual PurIfIcatIon

ففرض الطهارة : غسل الأعضاء الثلاثة ومسح الرأس والرفقان 

والكعبان تدخلان في فرض الغسل عند علمئنا الثلاثة خلافا لزفر 

رحهم الله تعالى والفروض في مسح الرأس مقدار الناصية و هو 

ربع الرأس لا روى الغيرة بن شعبة أن النبي صلى الله عليه وسلم 

أتى سباطة قوم فبال وتوضأ ومسح على الناصية وخفيه 
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the obligations (Farā’iḍ) of Wuḍū’
hence,	 the	obligations	of	purification	are	washing	the	three	 limbs,1 

and wiping (masḥ) the head.
The elbows and the ankles are comprised in the obligation of washing, 

according to our three ‘ulamā’,2	contrary	to	[the	opinion]	of	Zufar,	may	
Allah have mercy upon them.

The prescribed obligation in wiping the head is the extent of the 
forelock	 [and	 that	 is	 a	 quarter	 of	 the	 head]	 according	 to	 what	 al-
Mughīrah	ibn	Shu‘bah	reported,	that	the	Prophet	@ arrived at the camp 
of a tribe and he passed water. He then performed wuḍū’ and wiped over 
the forelock and his khuffs 3	(Muslim,	an-Nasā’ī,	aḥmad,	abū	dāwūd	and	
others).

وسنن الطهارة : غسل اليدين ثلاثا قبل إدخالهم الإناء إذا استيقظ 

التوضئ من نومه وتسمية الله تعالى في ابتداء الوضوء، والسواك 

اللحية والأصابع  والضمضة والاستنشاق ومسح الأذنين وتخليل 

وتكرار الغسل إلى الثلاث

the sunnahs of Purification [sought in Wuḍū’]
1. Washing	both	hands	thrice	before	entering	them	into	the	pot	[of	

water] when the person performing wuḍū’ wakes from sleep,
2. Mentioning the name of Allah i at the commencement of wuḍū’,
3. Using the toothstick,
4. rinsing the mouth (maḍmaḍah),
5. rinsing the nose (istinshāq),
6. Wiping both ears,
7. Combing	the	beard	[with	wet	fingers],
8. Combing	the	fingers	[of	each	hand	with	wet	fingers	of	the	opposite	

hand],
9. repetition of the washing up to three times.

1 The three limbs to be washed in wuḍū’ are: i. the hands and arms up to and 
including the elbows, ii. the face, and iii. both the feet.
2 They	 are	 Imams	 abū	 Ḥanīfah,	 abū	 Yūsuf	 and	 Muḥammad	 ash-Shaybānī,	 may	
Allah have mercy upon them all.
3 Khuffs are leather socks covering the ankles.
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ويستحب للمتوضئ أن ينوي الطهارة ويستوعب رأسه بالسح 

ويرتب الوضوء فيبدأ بما بدأ الله تعالى بذكره وباليامن والتوالي 

ومسح الرقبة

Matters that are recommended (Mustaḥabbāt) in Wuḍū’
It is recommended for the person making wuḍū’ that:
1. He	intends	purification,
2. He	covers	[the	entire]	head	with	wiping,
3. He performs wuḍū’ in order and commences with what Allah i 

mentions	first,	
4. [he	commences]	with	the	right	[limbs	first],
5. [He does the acts] in succession, and
6. He	wipes	the	[nape	of	the]	neck.

والدم  السبيلين  من  خرج  ما  كل   : للوضوء  الناقضة  والعان 

يلحقه  إلى موضع  فتجاوز  البدن  من  إذا خرج  والصديد  والقيح 

حكم التطهير والقيء إذا كان ملأ الفم والنوم مضطجعا أو متكئا 

أو مستندا إلى شيء لو أزيل لسقط عنه والغلبة على العقل بالإغمء 

والجنون والقهقهة في كل صلاة ذات ركوع وسجود

that which nullifies Wuḍū’
1. All that exits from the two passages,4

2. Blood,	pus	and	serum	–	[such	that]	when	they exit from the body 
they	flow	to	a	place	that	is	subject	to	the	rule	of	purification,

3. Vomit, when it is a mouthful,5

4. Sleep, when the person is lying down, reclining, or leaning on some-
thing such that if it was removed he would fall over because of it,

4 These are the passages whence are excreted urine and faeces, i.e. the anus, 
excreting faeces and the urethra, excreting urine.
5 A	mouthful	of	vomit	is	the	minimum	for	the	nullification	of	wuḍū’.
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5. The intellect being overcome by fainting or insanity, and
6. Laughter in every prayer that consists of bowing (rukū‘) and 

prostration (sujūd).

Ghusl – Major rItual PurIfIcatIon

وفرض الغسل : الضمضة والاستنشاق وغسل سائر البدن

the obligations of Ghusl
1. rinsing the mouth,
2. rinsing the nose, and
3. Washing the entire body.

وسنة الغسل: أن يبدأ الغتسل بغسل يديه وفرجه ويزيل النجاسة 

إن كانت على بدنه ثم يتوضأ وضوءه للصلاة إلا رجليه ثم يفيض 

الاء على رأسه وعلى سائر بدنه ثلاثا ثم يتنحى عن ذلك الكان 

فيغتسل رجليه، وليس على الرأة أن تنقض ضفائرها في الغسل إذا 

بلغ الاء أصول الشعر

the sunnahs of Ghusl
The sunnahs of ghusl are that:
1. The person performing the ghusl commences by washing both his 

hands, and
2. His genitalia,
3. He removes the physical impurity (najāsah) if there is any upon 

his body,
4. Then he performs wuḍū’ as he would perform wuḍū’ for the prayer, 

except	[the	washing	of]	his	feet,
5. He	pours	water	over	his	head	and	[over]	his	entire	body,	thrice,
6. He	moves	away	from	that	place	[where	he	performs	the	ghusl] and 

washes his feet,
7. It	is	not	[incumbent]	on	women	to	undo	their	plaits	in	ghusl if the 

water	[easily]	reaches	the	roots	of	the	hair.


