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Concerning the number of raids and  
expeditions of the Messenger of Allah s,  
their names and dates and a summary of  

what occurred in every raid and expedition

Muhammad ibn ‘Umar ibn Waqid al-Aslami reported to us from ‘Umar 
ibn ‘Uthman ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Sa‘id ibn Yarbu‘ al-Makhzumi and 
Musa ibn Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn al-Harith at-Taymi, Muhammad 
ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Muslim, the son of the brother of az-Zuhri, Musa ibn 
Ya‘qub ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Wahb ibn Rabi‘a ibn al-Aswad, ‘Abdullah ibn 
Ja‘far ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn al-Miswar ibn Makhrama az-Zuhri, Yahya 
ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Abi Qatada al-Ansari, Rabi‘a ibn ‘Uthman ibn ‘Abdullah 
ibn al-Hudayr at-Taymi, Ibrahim ibn Isma‘il ibn Abi Habiba al-Ashhali, 
‘Abd al-Hamid ibn Ja‘far al-Hakami, ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Abi az-Zinad, 
and Muhammad ibn Salih at-Tammar. Muhammad ibn Sa‘d also said that 
Ruwaym ibn Yazis al-Muqri reported to us from Harun ibn Abi ‘Isa from 
Muhammad ibn Ishaq, Husayn ibn Muhammad reported to me from Abu 
Ma‘shar, and Isma‘il ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Abi Uways al-Madani reported to 
us from Isma‘il ibn Ibrahim ibn ‘Uqba from his uncle, Musa ibn ‘Uqba, with 
their accounts intermeshed that the number of the raids of the Messenger of 
Allah s in which he himself took part was twenty-seven, and the number of 
the expeditions which he sent was forty-seven. He took part in the fighting 
in nine raids: 1. Badr (where there was fighting), 2. Uhud, 3. al-Muraysi’, 4. 
The Ditch, 5. Qurayza, 6. Khaybar, 7. The Conquest of Makka, 8. Hunayn, 
and 9. Ta’if. This is what has been agreed upon for us.

In some transmissions it is said that he fought in the Banu an-Nadir, but 
Allah made it particularly supererogatory for him, and it is also said that he 
fought in the raid on Wadi al-Qura on the return from Khaybar and some of 
his Companions were killed. He also fought at al-Ghaba.

They said that the Messenger of Allah s came to Madina when he 
emigrated from Makka on Monday 12th Rabi‘ al-Awwal. This is agreed 
upon, although some have related that he came on 2nd Rabi‘ al-Awwal.
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1. The expedition of Hamza ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib
The first banner of war that the Messenger of Allah s gave was to 

Hamza ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib ibn Hashim in Ramadan in the seventh month 
after the Hijra of the Messenger of Allah s. It was a white flag and it 
was carried by Abu Marthad Kannaz ibn al-Husayn al-Ghanawi, the ally 
of Hamza ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib. The Messenger of Allah s sent him with 
thirty men of the Muhajirun.

Others said that half of them were Muhajirun and half were Ansar.  
It is, in fact, agreed that they were all Muhajirun. The Messenger of  
Allah s did not send any of the Ansar on an expedition until he had fought 
along with them at the Battle of Badr. That is because they had stipulated 
that they would defend him in their abode. This is what is confirmed in our 
opinion.

Hamza set out to intercept the caravan of Quraysh which was coming 
from Syria and heading for Makka. The caravan included Abu Jahl ibn 
Hisham and three hundred men. They reached Sayf al-Bahr, i.e. the coast 
on the side of al-‘Is. They met and formed their rows for fighting. Majdi 
ibn ‘Amr al-Juhani, who was an ally of both sides, went to one group and 
then to the other group [to negotiate] and finally came between them and 
they did not fight. Abu Jahl headed with his companions and caravan on 
to Makka and Hamza ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib left with his companions for 
Madina.

2. The expedition of ‘Ubayda ibn al-Harith1

Then there was the expedition of ‘Ubayda ibn al-Harith ibn al-Muttalib 
ibn ‘Abd Manaf to the valley of Rabigh in Shawwal at the beginning of the 
eighth month from the Hijra of the Messenger of Allah s.

He gave him a white flag which was carried by Mistah ibn Uthatha ibn 
al-Muttalib ibn ‘Abd Manaf. The Messenger of Allah s sent him with sixty 
of the Muhajirun but none of the Ansar. Mistah met Abu Sufyan ibn Harb, 
who had two hundred men of his fellows, at a well-established water-hole 
at Ahya’, part of the valley of Rabigh, ten miles from al-Juhfa if you are 
making for Qudayd on the left side of the road. They had veered off the road 
in order to graze their mounts. Arrows were shot between them, but swords 

1 At-Tabari, 2:404, Sirat Ibn Hisham, 2:55, al-Maghazi of al-Waqidi, 10.
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were not drawn and battle lines were not drawn. The exchange of arrows 
occurred between them because Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas shot an arrow on that 
day. It was the first arrow shot in Islam. Then the two parties retired to their 
garrisons.

The variant of Ibn Ishaq states that the leader of the people (the idola-
tors) was ‘Ikrima ibn Abi Jahl.

3. The expedition of Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas2

There was the expedition of Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas to al-Kharrar in Dhu 
al-Qa‘da at the beginning of the ninth month after the Hijra of the Messenger 
of Allah s. He gave him a white flag which was carried by al-Miqdad ibn 
‘Amr al-Bahrani and sent him with twenty men of the Muhajirun to inter-
cept the caravan of Quraysh which was due to pass. He instructed them 
not to go beyond al-Kharrar. Al-Kharrar were wells which were located to 
the left of al-Mahajja, which is near Khumm when you go from al-Juhfa to 
Makka.

Sa‘d stated, ‘We went out on foot and used to conceal ourselves in the 
day and travel by night until the morning of the fifth day when we found 
that the caravan had passed the day before and therefore we returned to 
Madina.’

4. The expedition to al-Abwa’3

Then the Messenger of Allah s made an expedition (ghazwa) to 
al-Abwa’ in the month of Safar at the beginning of the twelfth month after 
the Hijra.

Hamza ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib carried the flag. It was a white banner.  
He left Sa‘d ibn ‘Ubada in charge of Madina and set out with the Muhajirun 
with no Ansari among them until they reached al-Abwa’ to intercept the 
caravan of Quraysh, but they did not encounter any fighting. It is also called 
the Waddan expedition. Both names are used for it. There are six miles 
between the two places. It is the first raid on which the Prophet himself 
participated.

2 At-Tabari 2:403, Sirat Ibn Hisham, 2:54, al-Maghazi of al-Waqidi, 11.
3 At-Tabari 2:407, al-Maghazi of al-Waqidi, 11, 12.
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In this expedition, he made peace with Makhshi ibn ‘Amr ad-Damri, 
who was their chief in his time, on the basis that he would not attack the 
Banu Damra and they would not attack him nor increase numbers against 
him and they would not help his enemy. He wrote a document between him 
and them.

Damra are part of the Banu Kinana. Then the Messenger of Allah s 
went to Madina. He had been absent from it for fifteen nights.

Isma‘il ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Abi Uways reported to us from Kathir ibn 
‘Abdullah al-Muzani from his father that his grandfather said, ‘We went on 
the first expedition in which the Messenger of Allah s participated which 
was to al-Abwa’.’

5. The Buwat expedition4

Then the Messenger of Allah s went on an expedition (ghazwa) to 
Buwat in the month of Rabi‘ al-Awwal at the beginning of the thirteenth 
month after his Hijra.

Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas carried his flag, and it was a white flag. He put 
Sa‘d ibn Mu‘adh in charge of Madina. He set out with two hundred of 
his Companions to intercept a caravan of Quraysh containing Umayya ibn 
Khalaf al-Jumahi and a hundred men of Quraysh and two thousand five 
hundred camels. He reached Buwat, which consists of some mountains of 
Juhayna in the area of Radwa. It is close to Dhu Khusub which is by the 
road to Syria. There are four postal stages between Buwat and Madina. 
The Messenger of Allah s did not encounter any fighting and returned to 
Madina.

6. The expedition in pursuit of Kurz ibn Jabir al-Fihri5

Then the Messenger of Allah s made an expedition (ghazwa) in pursuit 
of Kurz ibn Jabir al-Fihri in the month of Rabi‘ al-Awwal at the beginning 
of the thirteenth month after his Hijra.

‘Ali ibn Abi Talib carried the flag which was white. The Prophet s left 
Zayd ibn Haritha in charge of Madina. Kurz ibn Jabir had raided the grazing 

4 Al-Maghazi of al-Waqidi, 12, at-Tabari, 2:407.
5 Al-Maghazi of al-Waqidi, 9, at-Tabari, 2:407.
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animals of Madina and driven them off as animals had been left to graze at 
al-Jamma’. (The word ‘sarh’ in the text denotes grazing livestock.) Jamma’ 
is a mountain in the area of al-‘Aqiq in the direction al-Jurf. It is three miles 
from Madina.

So the Messenger of Allah s set out in search of Kurz until he reached 
a wadi called Safawan in the region of Badr which Kurz ibn Jabir had 
crossed. He did not catch him. The Messenger of Allah s then returned to 
Madina.

7. The expedition to Dhu al-‘Ushayra6

Then the Messenger of Allah s made the expedition (ghazwa) to Dhu 
al-‘Ushayra in Jumada al-Akhira at the beginning of the sixteenth month 
after his Hijra.

Hamza ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib carried his flag, and the flag was white. 
The Prophet s left Abu Salama ibn ‘Abd al-Asad al-Makhzumi in charge 
of Madina. He set out with one hundred and fifty, or two hundred Muha-
jirun who had volunteered. He did not force anyone to go. They set out with 
thirty camels which they rode in turns. He went out to intercept the caravan 
of Quraysh which had started to go to Syria. He had received news that it 
had left Makka and contained the wealth of Quraysh.

He reached Dhu al-‘Ushayra which belonged to the Banu Mudlij and 
was located in the region of Yanbu‘. There are nine postal stages between 
Yanbu‘ and Madina. He found that the caravan for which he had set out had 
passed that place some days ago. It was the same caravan which he would 
target when it returned from Syria. [On its return,] it travelled along the 
sea, and Quraysh received news of it and set out to defend it. They met the 
Messenger of Allah s at Badr and there was fighting and some were killed.

It was at Dhu al-‘Ushayra that the Messenger of Allah s gave ‘Ali 
ibn Abi Talib his kunya (Abu Turab (Father of Dust)). That was because 
he saw him asleep rolling on the soft earth. He said, ‘Sit up, Abu Turab!’ 
He sat up.7 In this raid, the Prophet made a treaty with the tribe of Mudlij 
and their allies from the Banu Damra. Then he returned to Madina without 
encountering fighting.

6 At-Tabari 2:408, Sirat Ibn Hisham, 2:58, al-Maghazi of al-Waqidi, 12, 13.
7 An alternative, and authentic narration in Sahih Muslim, tells a different account of why 

‘Ali ibn Abi Talib was called Abu Turab. https://sunnah.com/muslim:2409.


